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Greetings,
In a recap of the 2023 

year, it was a year of sor-
rows and joy for the Ger-
man American Police As-
sociation.  Several of our 
families personally experi-
enced loss of loved ones, or 
endured medical or finan-
cial difficulties. Our Associ-
ation was no different with 
the loss of Director Robert 
Baikie (January); Director 
William Grieb (October); 
President Timothy Schae-
fer (November); Emma 
Wolf, mother of Director 
Sharon Terry (January); 
and Esther Hartwig, moth-
er of Sergeant-at-arms Tom 
Hartwig (February).  Our 
condolences go out to their 
family and friends for their 
loss. It is up to all of us to 
continue in their memory 
and move forward for the 
betterment of our Associa-
tion.

In September several of 
our members, family and 
friends along with repre-
sentatives from the German 
American Police Associa-
tion of Greater Milwaukee 
gathered at Lachet’s Inn 
(2119 W Irving Park Chica-
go) where we had a great 
brunch and thirst quench-
ing drinks in preparation 
for the annual German 
Day Parade. This was the 
first year we also had shut-
tle service from the DANK 
Haus to Lachet’s, courtesy 
of Director Dave Smart and 
Secretary Sharon Terry, as it 
eliminated the long return 
walk to our parked vehi-
cles. Special thanks also 

goes to those who donated 
for the cost of the Chicago 
Fraternal Order of Police 
float rental, as well as to 
Director Gerhard Stadler 
and the Rheinischer Verein 
Fanfaren Corps for the af-
ter parade music, food and 
beverages. 

In October, we returned 
north to Wisconsin for 
the annual Cubs-Brewers 
game, coordinated by Di-
rector Tom Moritz and his 
wife Dotty.  President Peter 
Graber and members of the 
German American Police 
Association of Greater Mil-
waukee, welcomed us with 
food and refreshments be-
fore we went inside Amer-
ican Family Field. Our 
members and Cubs fan 
expectations were high 
and the sun was out at the 
beginning of the game, the 
weather changed and the 
Brewers won, resulting in 
the Nobert Holzinger Trav-
eling Picklehaube Trophy 
remaining again, close but 
yet out of reach across the 
state line.

Our Oktoberfest re-
turned this year to the El-
mcrest Banquets (7370 W 
Grand Elmwood Park) ar-
raigned by our Master of 
Ceremonies and Director 
Roger Haas. Participants 
received a commemora-
tive wine glass, and after 
several long years a Spon-
sorship/Well Wisher Book. 
Thank you to our commit-
tee Director Cora Hudik, 
Director Dave Smart, Sec-
retary Sharon Terry, and 

(See Message Page 8)

Mark your calendars 
and join us 

for the following events:

GAPA Memorial Police 
Mass

Mercy Home 
1140 W Jackson Chicago 

April 14

Taste of the FOP
Chicago Fraternal Order of Police 

Ethnic Meeting 
May 22 

Maifest Chicago 
June 6-9

Tim Schaefer Memorial 
Golf Outing 

June 10th

GAPA Tailgate 
Cubs/Brewers Game 

June 29

GAPA Annual Family 
Picnic

Bunker Hill Woods 
July 12

Germanfest Milwaukee 
July 27-28

German Day Parade 
September 7

GAPA-PAPA-EMERALD 
Combined Meeting 

September 10

German American 
Commemorative Service

St. Benedicts 
October 6

Oktoberfest
Elmcrest

November 8th
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GERMAN AMERICAN POLICE ASSOCIATION 
*Tim Schaefer Memorial* 

              GOLF OUTING SPONSORSHIP 

 
 

 

 
Dear Friends: 

On Monday June 10th, 2024 our organization will be holding its 27th annual golf outing.  This year we will be 
honoring our membership President Tim Schaefer, who suddenly lost his long fight with cancer to the 
sadness of us all. Tim was also dedicated and instrumental in running the GAPA scholarship program for 
many years. So please come out not only to pay honor to Tim but also have a good time while playing a round 
of golf with your fellow kamerads and friends at the Renwood Golf Course in Round Lake Beach, Illinois.  As 
always, the purpose of this outing, aside from the spirit of “gemuetlichkeit”, is also to raise money for our 
organization’s favorite charities through your financial support as a Hole Sponsor.  Listed below are several 
options of sponsorship, which is a fun and great way to promote your family name, business, or both and will 
be prominently displayed at one of the 18 golf tee off sites.   

Among the charities GAPA contributes to are: The Gold Star Families (families of those Chicago Police Officers 
killed in the line of duty), DANK Schule North (the North Side German language school of the German 
American National Congress), Police Chaplin’s Ministries, Chicago Police Memorial Fund, and the National 
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial fund.  We also award scholarships to sons and daughters of our 
membership in memory of the first Chicago Police Officer killed in the line of duty in 1854, Casper Lauer (a 
German immigrant), Larry Vincent (our member killed in the line of duty in 1982), and Commander Paul 
Bauer (our member killed in the line of duty in 2018).  GAPA also contributes to other worthy causes from 
time to time, not only in support of the German American Community of which we are a part of, but also 
those communities we are sworn to serve and protect. 

The German American Police Association was incorporated in the State of Illinois in January 1975 and is a 
non-for-profit organization comprised of over 300 Chicago, Suburban, County, State, out of state and 
International Police officers.  In addition, we have over 65 associate and honorary members consisting 
business owners, firemen, Judges and citizens whom are all dedicated to the principles of the association and 
are proud to be called our own. 

GAPA Sponsorship Registration Form 

Please place a check mark in the appropriate box indicating the type of Sponsorship you are requesting. 

      $100.00 = Sign (Located at the tee box with your name, company name, and / or Logo) 

      $150.00 = Golf Flag (Located on the pin on one of the greens.  You will receive the flag after the outing) 

 Sponsor Name / Business you’d like to see:  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Number:  __________________________GAPA Contact:  __________________________ 

**Please enclose this form and a check payable to GAPA Golf Outing in c/o of Jeff Schuck at 246 Anderson     
Terrace, Des Plaines, IL. 60016. ** Please return forms no later than May 15th, 2024 to provide ample time for 
ordering your selection.   
Questions? Call Jeff Schuck at 847-257-5888 or email me at gapamembership@gmail.com 
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The German American Police Association’s 
47th Annual Picnic!

Friday, July 12, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Hofbrau, Pabst and Rootbeer on tap;

Burgers, Brats and Hotdogs on the grill;
Pretzels, Pop and Ice Cream

Mr.D’s Magic Show, Pony Rides, 
Bouncy House and 22-ft Giant Inflatable Slide!

Touhy Ave. 7200 N

Harts
 Road

Milwaukee Ave

Devon Ave. 6400 N.

Caldwell Ave

Bunker Hill Picnic Area
6700 N. Caldwell Ave, Chicago

GAPA
Grove 3

N
Inflata

bles

Noon-6 
p.m.!

Magic Showat12:30 p.m.!

Pony 
Rides

1-5 p
.m.!
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German–American Police Association of Chicago 
www.GAPAChicago.org 

 
Board Approved on __________         Treasurer received funds on ___________   .      Membership info entered on _________        

  09//18 

 
Membership & Renewal Application 

(please print clearly) 
 

Please Check the Appropriate Box: 
 

New Membership                      Renewal Membership 
 

 Active/Assoc. $30.00;        Active/ Assoc. Gold  $20.00;        Founding Member – N.C. 
      (New to 24 years)                     (25 years & more)                             (1975 & earlier) 

 
Last Name 
                                  
 

First Name 
                            

MI 
     

Street Address 
 
 

City 
 

State 
 

Zip 
 

Home Telephone 
                      
 

Cell Phone 
                 

Work Phone 

Department/Agency 
 
 

 
 

Badge/ID Number 
 
 

Email address 
                                      
 
Father’s Name: 
 

Ethnic Origin: 
 
 

Mother’s Name; 
 
 

Ethnic Origin: 

Applicant’s signature 
 
 

Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 

Sponsor’s Name 
 
 

2nd Sponsor Name (Associate Member Only) 

 
GAPA Newsletter -       Receive by email;         Receive by U.S Postal Mail 
 

Payment by check or money order to: 
 

G.A.P.A. Chicago 
4740 N. Western Ave. 
Chicago, IL  60625 

(for mailed applications, please include copy of Department/Agency identification) 
 

Associate Member Application requires two (2) sponsors.   
Applicants agree to abide by all Association Rules and By-Laws. 

All applicants are subject to review by the Association Board of Directors. 

Inflata
bles

Noon-6 
p.m.!

Magic Showat12:30 p.m.!
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GAPA Oktoberfest 2023
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THE ORIGINAL BREW OF BAVARIAN KINGS!

Michael@MLLFamilyLaw.com

Chicago
110 West Grand Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60654
(312) 219-2030

Oak Brook
700 Commerce Drive, Suite 500

Oak Brook, Illinois 60523
(630) 518-9100

Jennifer Kirchens, DPM
Associate, American College of Foot & Ankle Surgeons

Midwest Foot & Ankle Clinics/
Diabetic Foot Institute

7447 W. Talcott Ave. Ste 221, Chicago, IL 60631
(847) 398-8637
Fax (847) 398-4349

midwestfootandankle@gmail.com

EMBROIDERY 
CO

Cell: 312-342-1912
Office: 773-247-5200

Email: Bill@emb1925.com
Website: emb1925.com

1925
Since

DAN REEG PLUMBING

7112 W. Roosevelt Rd.
Oak Park, IL 60304

(708) 771-5711
info@reegplumbing.com
www.reegplumbing.com

Owners:
Chris Plywacz

Dionna Hunger Plywacz

John E. Gordon
Director of Sales

1407 W. Washington Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60607
Ph: (312) 252-9433
Fax: (312) 252-9433
Mobile: (773) 706-4484
Toll Free: (800) 326-8814
jgordon@cpdfcu.com

And now a word from our sponsors...

Thank you!
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GAPA
4740 N. Western Ave
Chicago, IL 60625

Kameradschaft, Freundschaft und Gemuetlichkeit!

those that obtained these advertise-
ments and well wishes. We still have 
a small supply of these books, which 
are available at our meetings, so 
please support those who support us. 

President Tim Schaefer was a strong 
supporter of our Scholarship work. At 
our January meeting we welcomed 
the Schaefer family, who assisted in 
the presentation of our 2024 Scholar-
ship Recipients. These four students 
each received $1,000.00 to assist in 
their academic endeavors:

Casper Lauer Memorial: 
Alexander Grogman

Larry Vincent Memorial: 
Molly McDonagh

 Paul Bauer: 
ValerieWatts

Louis Glunz Beer Inc/HofBrau: 
Abigail Graber 

As a reminder, these awards are 
made possible by our fundraising 
activities and raffles so please partic-
ipate.

Our Officers for the 2024 and 2025 

Charlotte Gonzalez, daugh-
ter of GAPA founder Nor-
bert Holzinger, was promot-
ed to CPD Lieutenant.

Congrats to Hans and Kris 
Hunger, who recently cele-
brated their 50th wedding 
anniversary.

term were also sworn in at our Jan-
uary meeting . These new or return-
ing Officers are:  John Huinker-Vice 
President, Cora Hudik-Secretary, John 
Meindl-Treasurer with Tom Hartwig 
and Dave Smart as our two Sergeant 
at Arms. With the passing of Tim 
Schaefer, Roger Haas volunteered, 
and with board approval, has stepped 
in as President of GAPA.

If you missed it, we begin our mem-
bership year in October so it is time 
to renew for 2024. Those not renewed 

will be deleted from our roles, so don’t 
delay… mail today. 

Reminder that our monthly meet-
ings are held the second Tuesday of 
the month (no meeting July and Au-
gust) at the DANK Haus 4740 N West-
ern Ave Chicago with doors opening 
at 6:30pm. Meeting cost is $20.00 
which includes dinner and refresh-
ments.

Respectfully,
Paul Kurtzner

Chairman-Board of Directors

Message
(Continued from page 1)


