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President’s Message
Time quickly passes, and 

planning ahead is always 
the best option. The Ger-
man American Police As-
sociation had a busy fall 
beginning with the Chica-
go German Fest activities 
in which we had several 
Milwaukee members also 
participating in our annu-
al gathering at Laschet’s, 
marching in the parade and 
volunteering at the various 
activities.  President Rog-
er Haas and I, represent-
ed GAPA at the Chicago 
German Counsel Gener-
als celebration of the 35th 
Anniversary of German 
Reunification on October 
2nd. This event also fea-
tured the role the German 
government continues to 
have in promoting heri-
tage, business and part-
nerships in the Midwest. 

This provided a great kick 
off to our 50th Anniversa-
ry Oktoberfest Celebration 
which occurred the follow-
ing day on October 3rd at 
Elmcrest Banquets in Elm-
wood Park and the Com-
memoration Ceremonies 
at St Benedict’s Church on 
October 5th.

Our 50th Anniversary 
was a homecoming and a 
celebration. We welcomed 
to the event several of our 
founding members and 
past presidents and/or 
their spouses who trav-
eled from across the coun-
try to attend, as well as our 
German Police Association 
partners from Milwaukee 
and Philadelphia. We be-
gan with the presentation 
of colors by the Illinois 
State Police Honor Guard 
and as the evening pro-

gressed we enjoined the 
music of Paloma as well as 
the return of the Fanfaren 
Corps. One of the high-
lights of  our Oktoberfest 
is our scholarship drawing 
and I wish to congratulate 
the following recipients:  
Casper Lauer Scholar-
ship- Kiera Figueroa at the 
University of Iowa, Larry 
Vincent Scholarship-Alex-
ander Koopman at Joliet Jr. 
College, Paul Bauer Schol-
arship-Anne Figueroa at 
Michigan State University, 
Timothy Schaefer Presi-
dential Scholarship-Aid-
en James Lauber at Oak-
ton Community College, 
Glunz Family Scholar-
ship-Benjamin Bates at 
the University of Iowa, 
HofBrau Scholarship-Ava 
Marlo at Loyola Universi-

Fanfaren Corp performed at GAPA’s 50th Anhniversary Oktoberfest

(See Message Page 4)
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ty Chicago.  I wish to thank EV-
ERYONE who attended includ-
ing our members, family, friends, 
Germanic clubs and ethnic police 
associations, our supporting busi-
nesses, judges, politicians,  as well 
as those that could not make the 
event however participated in our 
celebration booklet.

We look forward to the coming 
months of 2026 and as such we 
held our nominations for Asso-
ciation Officers for the 2026-2027 
terms. Our new and returning of-

ficers are: President John Huinker, 
Vice President Ed Heerdt, Secre-
tary Cora Hudik, Treasurer John 
Meindl and Sgt at Arm’s Tom 
Hartwig and David Smart. Con-
gratulations to each of them, and 
I am sure they lead us proudly.  
Upcoming meetings will be held 
April 14, May 12, and June 9. 

Lastly I would like to extend a 
sincere thank you to Roger Haas 
who again stepped in to serve as 
President after the untimely pass-
ing of Tim Schaefer.

Please mark your schedules for 
the following currently planned 2026 
Events: Manifest May 29-31, Golf 
Outing June 8, Picnic July 10, Ger-

manfest September 11-13 with Von 
Steuben Brunch and Parade Septem-
ber 12; Oktoberfest October 2. 

Here’s looking forward to a 
new, blessed and prosperous year.

Respectfully,
Paul Kurtzner-Chairman

Board of Directors

(Continued from page 1)
Message

Scholarship winners

2026 Events: 
Maifest: May 29-31
Golf Outing: June 8 

Picnic: July 10 
Germanfest: Sept 11-13

Von Steuben Parade: Sept 12 
Oktoberfest: October 2 

Scholarship winners were Kiera Figueroa, Alexander Koopman, Anne Figueroa,  Aiden James Lauber , Benjamin Bates, and Ava Marlo.
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Touhy Ave. 7200 N

Harts
 Road

Milwaukee Ave

Devon Ave. 6400 N.

Caldwell Ave

Bunker Hill Picnic Area
6700 N. Caldwell Ave, Chicago

GAPA
Grove 3

N

The German American Police Association’s 

Annual Picnic!
Friday, July 10, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Hofbrau, Pabst and Rootbeer on tap;

Burgers, Brats and Hotdogs on the grill;
Pretzels • Pop

Pony Rides • Bouncy House • 22-ft Inflatable Slide! 

InflatablesNoon-6 p.m.!
Pony 

Rides

Noon-4
 p.m.!
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GERMAN AMERICAN POLICE ASSOCIATION
2026

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING SPONSORSHIP

Dear Friends:

It’s that time of year again for the German American Police Association annual golf outing on Monday June 8th,
2026. So please come out and have a good time playing a round of golf with your fellow kamerads and friends
at the Renwood Golf Course in Round Lake Beach, Illinois. As always, the purpose of this outing, aside from
the spirit of “gemuetlichkeit”, is also to raise money for our organization’s favorite charities through your
financial support as a Hole Sponsor. Listed below are several options of sponsorship, which is a fun and great
way to promote your family name, business, or both and will be prominently displayed at one of the 18 golf
tee-off sites.

Among the charities GAPA contributes to are: The Gold Star Families (families of those Chicago Police Officers
killed in the line of duty), DANK Schule North (the North Side German language school of the German
American National Congress), Police Chaplin’s Ministries, Chicago Police Memorial Fund, and the Tunnel to
Towers Foundation. We also award scholarships to sons and daughters of our membership in memory of the
first Chicago Police Officer killed in the line of duty in 1854, Casper Lauer (a German immigrant), Larry Vincent
(our member killed in the line of duty in 1982), and Commander Paul Bauer (our member killed in the line of
duty in 2018). GAPA also contributes to other worthy causes from time to time, not only in support of the
German American Community of which we are a part of, but also those communities we are sworn to serve
and protect.

The German American Police Association was incorporated in the State of Illinois in January 1975 and is a
non-for-profit organization comprised of over 300 Chicago, Suburban, County, State, out of state and
International Police officers. In addition, we have over 65 associate and honorary members consisting
business owners, firemen, Judges and citizens whom are all dedicated to the principles of the association and
are proud to be called our own.

GAPA Sponsorship Registration Form

Please place a check mark in the appropriate box indicating the type of Sponsorship you are requesting.

$100.00 = Sign (Located at the tee box with your name, company name, and / or Logo)

$150.00 = Golf Flag (Located on the pin on one of the greens. You will receive the flag after the outing)

Sponsor Name / Business you’d like to see:
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Contact Number: __________________________GAPA Contact: __________________________

Please enclose this form and a check payable to: GAPA Golf Outing and mail to:
GAPA Golf Outing c/o Jeff Schuck 246 Anderson Terrace, Des Plaines, IL. 60016.
** Please return forms no later than May 15th, 2026 to provide ample time for ordering your selection **.
For additional information please contact Jeff Schuck at 847-257-5888 or via email at gapamembership@gmail.com
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GAPA Oktoberfest 2025
50th Anniversary celebration
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Last Name 

Address 

Phone Number 

German American Police Association 
New Membership Application Form 

4740 N. Western Ave. Chicago, IL 60625 

First Name M.I. Employer Rank 

City State 

Email Address 

Unit Star 

Zip Code 

Father: ---------------- Ethnic Origin: ______________ _ 

Mother: ---------------- Ethnic Origin: ______________ _ 

Next of Kin: -------------- Relationship: ______________ _ 

I am applying as a (circle one): Police Member: $30 Associate Member $30 PPO: $0 (1st year only) 
•(Please pay via personnel check) * 

Applicant's signature 1st sponsor 2nd sponsor {For A/M's only) 

Approved by: ___________________ _ Date: ________ _ 

GAPA Renewal Form 
Renewal period: (Oct. 1, 2023 - Sept. 30, 2024) 

Name: _____________________ _ Phone: ( -�

Address: ____________________________________ _ 

State: City: _______________ _ ----------- Zip: _____ _ 

Email Address: -------------------- Assignment: ________ _ 

Membership Status (circle one): Standard: $30 
{24 or fewer years) 

Date: __________ _ 

Gold: $20 
{25 or more years) 

•must be concurrent* 

Mail check to: The German American Police Association 
4740 N. Western Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60625 

Charter: $0 
(Founding member) 

Renewal for October 2025 - September 2026
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And now a word from our sponsors...

...Thank you!

John E. Gordon
Director of Sales

1407 W. Washington Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60607
Ph: (312) 252-9433
Fax: (312) 252-9433
Mobile: (773) 706-4484
Toll Free: (800) 326-8814
jgordon@cpdfcu.com 7650 W. Irving Park Road • Norridge, Illinois 60706

Mary Mielke
708-452-6040

Fax: 708-452-4701
edelweissdining.com

Edelweiss

2251 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, IL  60625
himmelschicago.com • (773) 784-8777

Island Winds Condominium
6610 Estero Boulevard,
Fort Myers Beach, Florida
Unit 6610-0123
islandwindsfortmyersbeach.com

VISIT MY BEACH HAUS CONDO!

Gerhard Stadler
Phone: 239-463-0688 or 773-895-5818

Michael@MLLFamilyLaw.com

Chicago
110 West Grand Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60654
(312) 219-2030

Oak Brook
700 Commerce Drive, Suite 500

Oak Brook, Illinois 60523
(630) 518-9100

Jennifer Kirchens, DPM
Associate, American College of Foot & Ankle Surgeons

Midwest Foot & Ankle Clinics/
Diabetic Foot Institute

7447 W. Talcott Ave. Ste 221, Chicago, IL 60631
(847) 398-8637
Fax (847) 398-4349

midwestfootandankle@gmail.com

EMBROIDERY 
CO

Cell: 312-342-1912
Office: 773-247-5200

Email: Bill@emb1925.com
Website: emb1925.com

1925
Since

750 Lee Street
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

(847) 734-1260
FAX: (847) 734-1477

ebacher@hartmannelectric.com
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GAPA
4740 N. Western Ave
Chicago, IL 60625

Kameradschaft, Freundschaft und Gemuetlichkeit!

GAPA
4740 N. Western Ave
Chicago, IL 60625

Kameradschaft, Freundschaft und Gemuetlichkeit!

GAPA Chicago, Milwaukee and Philadelphia members.


